
Digital Futures: Prospects  
and Challenges in Rural 

and Remote Canada
Ken Coates

Canada Research Chair in Regional Innovation

Johnson-Shoyama Graduate School of Public Policy

University of Saskatchewan



The Evolving Project: Small Towns, Rural 
Areas and the Search for a Digital Future



The Evolving Project: The Absence of Local 
Strategies and Connectivity



The Evolving Project: Some Exceptions



The Evolving Project: Comparative 
Dimensions of Rural and Remote Engagement



Assessing Digital Isolation

• Unintended Consequences: The Impact of 
E-Commerce

• A National Embarrassment: Poor 
Connectivity

• Ill-Prepared for the Digital Age: Training 
and Entrepreneurship

• Completing Confederation: Connecting 
the Nation

• Ignored: Missing Out on the Digital Future 



Preparing for a Tech-Driven Future

• Guided Experiments in Technological Innovation
• Indigenous Controlled, Business-Oriented, Pilot 

Projects
• 3D Printed Homes: A Solution to the Indigenous 

Housing Crisis?
• Indigenous Innovation:  Test Sites for the 

Commercialization of Consumer Technologies
• Reversing Tech-Realities:  Making Indigenous and 

Remote Communities the Front-Lines of Practical 
Applications of New Technologies
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