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The history of early Japanese America was deeply intertwined
with that of Japanese imperialism even though a spatially-
organized way of scholarly research has rendered the two
histories almost completely separate. Inspired by the success of
Anglo Saxon colonialism in its settler societies, the first group of
self-styled Japanese “frontiersmen” congregated in California
and its vicinity between the mid-1880s and the 1910s, regarding
their own agrarian colonization and settlement in the New
World frontier to be an integral part of Japan’s “overseas
development.” This paper sketches out the transpacific mobility
of those resettlers, who refashioned their identity as “pioneers
of overseas Japanese development” in various parts of the Asia-
Pacific region from the 1890s on after race-based exclusion from
white settler societies of North America.
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